CHAPTER XX
MADAME   SANS-GENE  AND   OTHER  RECENT PARTS
OWING rather to the brilliant acting of Madame Rejane than to any intrinsic merit of its own, " Madame Sans-Gene/' a comedy in a prologue and three acts by Victorien Sardou and Emile Moreau, achieved a startling measure of success immediately on its first production in Paris. When Madame Rejane played the piecein London, with her own company, her delightful impersonation of the principal character was welcomed almost as enthusiastically as it had been in the French metropolis. It was inevitable, sooner or later, that " Madame Sans-Gene" should be adapted for the English stage, and little surprise was felt when it was found that Sir Henry Irving 247